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were right or not is a matter of opinion, but certainly
the dissolution of the bank did create a large amount of
distress, though Jackson's supporters declared that this
was artificially caused by the President's enemies in
order to undermine his popularity. On the whole,
however, Jackson's financial measures were popular
with the mass of the people. Taxes were kept low,
little was spent on new national undertakings, and
money was collected from various European nations
on old claims for losses caused to the United States by
the wars in the earlier years of the century.

His presidency was further marked by two Indian
wars, the Black Hawk War of 1832, and the second
Seminole War of 1835, an(^ by a threatened attempt on
the part of the small State of South Carolina to break
away from the Union. This was due to discontent with
the tariff laws by means of which taxes were levied on
goods imported from abroad, and had South Carolina
persisted in her course the Civil War between North
and South, which was waged primarily to preserve the
Union, might have come several years earlier than it
did.

But Jackson was as resolved then as Lincoln was later
to preserve the unity of the country at all costs. In a
proclamation he gravely warned the people of South
Carolina against the folly of defying the government,
and this, together with the despatch of warships to
Charleston and some minor concessions to South Caro-
lina's demands, smoothed over the difficulties, and the
crisis passed without bloodshed.

Many inventions which were to have far-reaching